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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being vague for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 5, it is vague because the phrase "a distributor-information input 
unit making a media distributor that wants to use the shared resource input 
information about the distributor itself on lines 4-5 can be interpreted in two ways as 
follows (a) a distributor uses shared resources by inputting information about itself or (b) 
a distributor inputs shared resource information. 

In order to advance prosecution on the merits, the Examiner has interpreted the 
phrase "a distributor-information input unit making a media distributor that wants to use 
the shared resource input information about the distributor itself on lines 4-5 to be -- 
a distributor-information input unit making a media distributor that wants to use the 
shared resource^ input information about the distributor itself-. 

The phrase "a distributor authentication unit authenticating the media distributor 
based on the shared resource input information" on lines 6-7 can be can be 
interpreted in two ways as follows (a) a distributor is authenticated based on input 
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information about itself or (b) a distributor is authenticated based on input shared 
resource information. 

In order to advance prosecution on the merits, the Examiner has interpreted the 
phrase the phrase "a distributor authentication unit authenticating the media distributor 
based on the shared resource input information" on lines 6-7 has been interpreted by 
the Examiner to be - a distributor authentication unit authenticating the media 
distributor based on the [shared resource] input information--. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102b as being anticipated by 
Gelman etal. (US 5,371,532). 

Regarding claim 1, Gelman anticipates a media-distribution-resource 
management apparatus (and corresponding computer-readable storage medium, 
means, and carrier signal) which is a resource-shared media-distribution-resource 
management apparatus using a network (items 90, 91, 12, 13 -fig. 2-3; col. 3, lines 24- 
37; col. 4, line 65- col. 5, line 1 1 ; col. 1 , lines 23-28), comprising: 
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a resource-utilization-information management unit (IWH 10 - fig. 2-3) managing 
shared-resource information about both available network resources (cpncKjcive traffic 
(available) conditions on the network; col. 12, lines 11-15 & 23-24) and available media- 
distribution-system resources (scheduled client offices 40; col. 12, lines 21-26; col. 3, 
lines 41-47; col. 4, lines 13-23; col. 6, lines 33-40); 

a shared-resource management unit (IWH 10) distributing or re-distributing the 
shared resources based on a resource utilization request from each content distributor 
(CO 40 -fig. 2-3) (col. 3, lines 45-47; col. 6, lines 43-50); 

a distribution management unit (CO-SP 41 - fig. 3) which is provided in each 
media distribution server (CO - 40) and which performs both reservation management 
and distribution management of media distribution in each of the media distribution 
servers within a scope of a utilization right (scripts) distributed or re-distributed by the 
shared-resource management unit (IWH 10) (col. 6, line 61 - col. 7, line 10; col. 11, 
lines 28-42; col. 8, line 53 - col. 9, line 33); 

a distributor management unit (IWH 10/IWH-SP 11 - fig. 3) managing information 
about a media distributor (CO 40) that wants to use the shared resources (col. 6, lines 
43-50; col. 6, line 68 - col. 7, line 1); and 

a viewer management unit (CO 40) managing information about a viewer (col. 3, 
lines 49-52; col. 3, lines 61-66). 



Regarding claim 2, Gelman anticipates the resource-utilization-information 
management unit (IWH 10), comprising: 
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a server-resource management unit (IWH-SP 1 1 - fig. 3) managing resource 
information about a media-distribution server (12/14 - fig. 3) (col. 6, lines 46-50); and 

a network-resource management unit (IWH-SP 1 1- fig. 3) managing information 
about network resources for media distribution (col. 12, lines 11-26). 

Regarding claim 3, Gelman anticipates the shared-resource management unit 
(IWH 10), comprising: 

a resource-utilization-information extraction unit (IWH-SP 1 1 - fig. 3) extracting 
available resource information from said resource-utilization-information management 
unit (col. 12, lines 11-12); and 

a shared-resource-availability display unit displaying information about available 
shared resources for a media distributor (CO -40) (col. 1 1 , lines 39-48 & lines 62-64); 

a resource-utilization-information input unit (15) the media distributor inputting a 
resource utilization request (col. 6, lines 51-56); 

a shared-resource distribution unit distributing a utilization right of the shared 
resource in a specific time period to said distribution management unit installed in each 
of the media distributors based on information that is obtained in each time zone by the 
resource-utilization-information extraction unit and resource-utilization-information input 
unit (col. 1 1 , lines 29-42; col. 6, lines 24-26 & lines 42-45 and col. 8, lines 22-24; which 
reads on specific time period; col. 12, lines 18-26); 

a shared-resource-utilization amount extraction unit extracting a utilization 
situation of the shared resource in a specific time period (col. 12, lines 1 1-26); and 
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a shared-resource re-distribution unit redistributing a utilization right of an unused 
one of the shared resources to said distribution management unit based on both the 
utilization situation and distribution request in a specific time period extracted by said 
distribution management unit (col. 8, lines 53-col. 9, line 33; col. 9, lines 52-56; which 
reads on a specific time period extracted). 

Regarding claim 4, Gelman anticipates the distribution management unit (CO 
40), comprising: 

an available reservation-candidate display unit displaying available content 
candidates to be reserved within a scope of a utilization right distributed by said shared- 
resource management unit (col. 11, lines 22-42); 

a distribution-reservation input unit making a viewer select at least one content to 
be distributed out of the displayed candidates (col. 1 1 , lines 42-44); 

a distribution-reservation management unit reserving distribution for a viewer 
based on the selection made by the viewer from the displayed candidates (col. 1 1 , lines 
45-50); 

a direct viewing reception unit making a viewer candidate without a reservation 
within a media distribution time (col. 11, lines 55-61; a program previously buffered in 
online storage); 

a shared-resource confirmation unit making an inquiry for said shared-resource 
management unit about whether an unused one of the shared resources is available, 
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based on the selection made by the viewer from the displayed candidates (col. 1 1 , lines 
55-64); 

a direct-viewing permitting unit permitting viewing within the media distribution 
time based on the utilization right re-distributed by said shared-resource management 
unit (col. 1 1 , line 64- col. 1 2, line 26; col. 8, line 53 - col. 9, lines 33; which reads on re- 
distributed); and 

a distribution-instructing unit instructing the media distribution server to perform 
media distribution to a viewer that is permitted to receive direct distribution out of both 
viewers with the reservation of media distribution and viewer candidates without 
reservations (col. 12, lines 15-19). 

Regarding claim 7, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 8, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 9, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gelman 
et al. (US 5,371 ,532) and Waters (US 2002/0052876 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Gelman discloses the distributor management unit/IWH 10 is 
connected to a plurality of media distributors/COs 40 (fig. 2) via a (bidirectional link) 
network 90 however, Gelman fails to disclose the distributor management unit (IWH 10), 
comprising: 

a media distributor that wants to use the shared resource^ input information about 
the distributor itself; and 

a distributor authentication unit authenticating the media distributor based on 
the [shared resource] input information. 

In an analogous art Waters discloses a distributor management unit (201 - fig. 
2), comprising: 

a distributor-information input unit making a distributor (servers 202, 203) input 
information about the distributor itself (servers 202, 203 give their server ID to server 
manager 201); and 

a distributor authentication unit authenticating the distributor based on 
the input information (server manager 201 uses a received server ID to authenticate 
202,203) for the advantage of detecting session/login status and whether a server has 
crashed (pg. 5, par. 34). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Gelman to include the limitations the 
distributor management unit, comprising: 

a distributor-information input unit making a media distributor that wants to use 
the shared resource input information about the distributor itself; and 

a distributor authentication unit authenticating the media distributor based on 
the input information as taught by Waters for the added advantage of determining 
whether a CO in the network has crashed (Waters - par. 34, lines 36-40). 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gelman 
et al. (US 5,371 ,532) and Saito et al. (US 6,275,941 B1). 

Regarding claim 6, Gelman discloses dynamically dedicating a CO buffer 44 (fig. 
2) to individual viewer candidates/CPEs 70A/OD subscribers from a plurality of CPEs 
(col. 7, lines 2-21) however, Gelman fails to disclose the viewer management unit (CO 
40), comprising: 

a viewer-information input unit inputting information about a viewer candidate; 

and 

a viewer authentication unit authenticating the viewer candidate based on the 
input information. 

In an analogous art Saito discloses the viewer management unit/application 
server 6 (fig. 1), comprising: 
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a viewer-information input unit inputting information about a viewer candidate; 

and 

a viewer authentication unit authenticating the viewer candidate based on the 
input information (col. 8, line 67 - col. 9, line 11), for the purpose of checking whether 
the user has right to access the application server based on security information (col. 9, 
lines 12-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Gelman to include the limitations the 
viewer management unit, comprising: 

a viewer-information input unit inputting information about a viewer candidate; 

and 

a viewer authentication unit authenticating the viewer candidate based on the 
input information as taught by Saito for the advantage of increased security and user 
access control (Saito - col. 9, lines 12-15; Gelman - col. 7, lines 2-4). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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